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May 2010

A Note from Pastor Norm

Christmas and Easter are the two major festivals in our
church calendar. With the first we celebrate the birth of
Jesus; with the second his resurrection.

But then there is Pentecost, 50 days after Easter, this
year on May 23. What do we make of Pentecost, when
we celebrate God's gift of the Holy Spirit?

Christian artists have given us countless depictions of
the Christ child in a manger, or of the empty cross and
open tomb on Easter morning. But how does one
portray “a sound like a mighty wind,” or “tongues as of
fire,” (Acts 2:2-3)? Most often we use the symbol of a
dove and let it go at that.

At Christmas we decorate with poinsettias and
Christmas trees, and at Easter with lilies. But how do we
decorate for Pentecost? Pentecost and the Holy Spirit
are such foreign concepts that not even our secular
culture has been able to offer a co-opted and corrupted
alternative (such as Santa Claus at Christmas, or a
bunny with a basket of chocolate eggs at Easter).
Sometimes we make a point of wearing something red
on Pentecost and let it go at that.

Perhaps we should think of the Holy Spirit as we think of
beauty: itis hard to describe, but we know it when we
see it.

The early church saw evidence of the Holy Spirit:
Christians speaking in languages they had not studied
(Acts 2:4), a beggar healed and empowered to walk after
more than 40 years as a cripple (Acts 3:1-7), apostles
emboldened to proclaim the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus even under threat of prison and death (Acts 5:17-
42), and a woman of faith restored to life so that she
might continue her acts of Christian love and charity
(Acts 9:36-43). The church knew the work of the Holy
Spirit when they saw it.
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Here at Ascension we are about to embark on a process
of congregational renewal through an endeavor called
Seeds for Growth. This will not be the work of the
pastor, the church council, or the so-called Dream Team
designated as leaders of Seeds for Growth; this will be
the work of all of us. Most importantly, it will be the work
of the Holy Spirit.

What will be the end result? The introductory material of
Seeds for Growth offers this encouragement:
The outcomes you can anticipate are a
revitalized congregation more actively engaged
in prayer and Bible study,
a more focused and discerned sense of purpose
to guide decision making,
an expanded sense of mission,
increased participation in mission activities and
worship,
and in time, for many congregations, growth in
the number of members and increased
involvement in stewardship of life, including
financial stewardship, as a spiritual/faith
practice.

Or in the spirit of Pentecost, we might hold to the
promise that we’ll know it when we see it.

In the meantime, read the Book of Acts, pray for the
ministry of this congregation and of the church of Jesus
Christ, and wear red on Pentecost.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Norm



Pastoral Care: If you are in need of pastoral care when dealing with health issues, life choices, or other personal challenges, please

contact Pastor Norm.

Church Council Minutes
April 11, 2010

Officers Present: Pastor Norman P. Dake, President Keith
Khoo, Vice President Jim Harris (Acting Secretary), Treasurer
Cathy Newsome

Council Members Present: Ed Dreyer, Lynn Jacobsen, Barbara
James, Bonnie Peters

Call to Order: Keith Khoo

Lunch provided by Cathy Newsome

Pastor Norm Dake opened meeting with Bible Reading and
discussion.

Motion by Cathy Newsome to approve March 14, 2010
minutes. Second: Lynn Jacobsen. Allin favor. None
opposed. Motion carried. Minutes approved.

Standing Committee Reports:

Pastor’s report
A short bible study was held based on Luke 24:1-12.
Three new members to Ascension were welcomed at
the 11:00 am service on April 11, 2010. Ron
Erickson, Avis Erickson and Britta Erickson.
The Synod Assembly will meet on April 30- May 2 of
this year at the Doubletree Hotel at 61% and Yale.
Ascension Delegates include Pastor Norm, Chris
Gausvik and Tyler Gausvik. The Opening Eucharist
will be held on Friday, April 30" at 7:00 PM at
Bethany Lutheran Church and is open to all.

Treasurer’s report

Cathy Newsome presented the Treasurer’s report for March
showing a total income of $9,781 and total expenses of
$15,517 for the month. Lynn Jacobsen made a motion to
accept the report and Jim Harris seconded the motion. All in
favor, none opposed. Motion carried. Report approved.

Property report
The ceiling leak that flooded the floor in Jordan Hall
just before Easter was repaired, water removed and
the carpet cleaned in time for Easter breakfast. Total
cost for all repairs and cleaning amounted to just
under $300.
A list of Spring/Summer repair work for the church
was discussed to be published to the congregation
with the challenge to have individual congregation
members take responsibility for making the necessary
repairs on an item by item basis. Anyone wishing to
take on the challenge should contact Mary with the
item they want to address from the list below. Any
additional items that the congregation identifies can
be added to this list.
1. Repair carpet tear between floor in Jordan
Hall and the kitchen.
2. Replacing the Venetian blinds in Jordan Hall.
3. Repair if necessary and make operational
the dish washer in the kitchen.
4. Repair and clean any blue chairs in Jordan
Hall that need it.

5. Power clean the carpets in the educational
wings of the church (upstairs/downstairs)

6. Trouble shoot and repair light fixtures that do
not work properly inside the church.

7. Trouble shoot and repair light fixtures that do
not work outside the church.

8. Repair the door latch on the outside door at
the south end of Jordan Hall.

Old Business
The Merger committee meeting on April 10" held at
Ascension was discussed. Five representatives from
Bethany Lutheran, four members from First Lutheran,
one member from Fellowship Lutheran and nine
members from Ascension were present at this
meeting. The Bethany/Ascension discussions are
continuing and First Lutheran indicated that they were
also interested in being included in any discussions.
A general consensus from all attending that we
should look into sharing many of the ministry
programs that individual churches are undertaking in
order to get more community-wide acceptance and
participation.
It was decided that an informational congregational
meeting at Ascension should be held on May 2 at
12:15 PM following the 11:00 AM service to discuss
with the congregation the direction the Merger Talks
are progressing. This meeting is not designed to vote
on anything, but just to discuss with everyone
interested in the status of the Merger Committee’s
actions to date. A spaghetti lunch will be provided.

New Business
The Synod'’s “Seeds for Growth” program consisting
of an 18-month process to help our congregation in
our efforts to grow will begin on May 21*. Ascension
is one of hopefully several local churches that will be
part of this program. The cost per congregation is
$750 and a covenant was signed by Keith Khoo and
Pastor Norm Dake agreeing to our participation in the
program.
Ascension needs to identify a total of 4 members
other than the pastor to constitute a “Dream Team” to
help coordinate this effort. We are looking for people
within our congregation to be on this team who can be
visionaries, facilitators and open to operate in a
process-oriented program.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Harris.
Second: Lynn Jacobsen. All in Favor. None opposed. Motion
carried.

Closing benediction by Pastor Norm Dake.

Respectfully submitted by Jim Harris



ASCENT NEWS ITEMS;

Please submit any news items by email to norma-dreyer@cox.net or call me at my home phone, 583-3759 by
the 21st of each month.

SIMPLY GIVING: If you are interested in the Simply Giving program, please contact Mary in the church office. Simply
Giving is a service for people who wish to have their offerings transferred electronically to the church’s account rather than

having to write checks.

COMING EVENTS: May 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Worship: 8:30 1
& 11:00 Synod Synod
Sunday Assembly Assembly
School: 9:45
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Cong. Daytime 5 X 5,
Mtg/lunch, 10:30 Worship &
12:15 Music, 6:30
Duane Johnson Evang. Mig, 7
Synod Rebecca Imwalle Lillian Cantrell pm Dorothy Ingalls
Assembly Conf. Instr. Joy | keaton Hubbard ?;i?;:g;e
Lutheran 7 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Mother’s Day Conf. Instr. Joy
Lutheran 7 pm
Natalee Perrin Alex James Julia Shreve
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Council Mtg. Daytime 5 X 5,
12:15 10:30
Conf. Instr. Joy
Lutheran 7 pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Women'’s Bible
Study 10 am at
Sandy Isakson’s Pam Kroblin Ed Dreyer
home Donna Glocker Doyle Hill
Ardith Andrist
30 31
Memorial Day —
Office closed

Birthday honorees are highlighted in italics on the calendar. If your birthday does not appear, please contact
the church office at 743-5741 so we may update our records.




MAY READINGS:

May 2 — 5" Sunday after Easter
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Rev 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

May 9 — 6™ Sunday after Easter
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Rev 21:22-22:5
John 14:23-29

May 16 — 7" Sunday after Easter
Acts 16:16-24
Psalm 97
Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

Serving our Lord, May 2010

May 23 — Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17

May 30 — 1° Sunday after Pentecost

Prov 8:1-4, 22-31

Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

11:00 Ushers Lectors Acolytes Communion Lay Greeters Counters
am Assistants Assistant
2 Ron & Bonnie | Sandy Isakson Doris Elliott Linda Christy Mary Faulkner | Merl Lindburg
Peters Donna Clocker Sandy Isakson | Mary Faulkner
9 Stan Lewis Katherine Tooley Lillian Cantrell | Jerry Peterson | Linda Christy Stan Lewis
Karol Wagar Linda Christy Donna Glocker | Bonnie Peters
16 Merl & Billie Chris Gausvik Ron & Bonnie Ed Dreyer Betty & Lynn Denise Khoo
Lindburg Peters Jacobsen Kelsey Khoo
23 Ed & Norma Linda Christy Lynn Jacobsen | Ron Peters Merl & Billie Jerry Peterson
Dreyer Sandy Isakson Lindburg Barbara
Shelby
30 Doug & Carroll Werling Nathan Napier | Barbara James | Sandy Isakson | Helen Allen Mary Faulkner
Roberta Napier Karol Wagar Dorothy
Burgess
8:30 Lectors Communion .
am. Assistants _ for volunteering at
2 Eric Pfaff Eric Pfaff Altar Guild Ascension!
9 Keith Khoo Eileen Imwalle Sandy Isakson Please mark your calendars for the
: dates you are assigned to serve.
Eileen Imwalle y g
16 Jim Harris Denise Khoo
Barbara James If you cannot volunteer on your
23 Carol Anwar Carol Anwar assigned date, please find a substitute
and notify the church office (743-5741).
30 Linda Christy Linda Christy

Altar Flowers Provided by:

2

9

The Napiers in memory of Elaine Preston

16

23

30




Thrivent Builds: The next Thrivent Builds Habitat house is being built at 2815 North St. Louis Avenue.
Volunteer labor is requested on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM. Monetary donations
should be made out to “Thrivent Builds.” We raised $225.66 from our Lenten soup suppers for the Habitat

house. Thanks to all for your support!

Welcome Sophia Esther Danker-Dake,
born on April 26, weighing 8 Ib. 12 oz. and
measuring 20% inches long. Sheisin perfect
health. Sophia, Mom, Dad and Grandpa Norm
are all doing well. Thank you to all who prayed
for us.

Let there be light!

Tom Gagliano troubleshooting
one of several nonworking light

fixtures
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Mission Statement:

Responding to Gods love,
We faithfully
Welcome
Worship
Grow
Witness
Serve



