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A Note from Pastor Norm

Even before the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America adopted the five-year Book of Faith initiative,
Augsburg Fortress, the publishing arm of the ELCA, had begun work on a Lutheran Study Bible.

Many of you ordered a copy sight unseen last December, perhaps induced by the pre-publication offer of a
35% discount. That shipment arrived in March, and we have begun to explore the wealth of study aids
incorporated into this New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) translation of the Holy Scriptures.

For each book of the Bible there is an introduction, including historical background and an overview of the
key themes and messages of each of the biblical writings. The study notes provide explanations on the World
of the Bible (people, places, and events), Bible Concepts (theological themes and insights), Lutheran
Perspectives (teachings and practices), and Faith Reflections (questions for reflection and discussion). In
addition, there are charts, illustrations, diagrams, and maps to help us understand the context of the sacred
writings. If you value a daily Bible reading guide, there are three levels or paths for each day of the year.

We are in the process of placing an order for another shipment of Lutheran Study Bibles. Hardback copies are
available for $24.50 (a 30% discount off the $35 published price). If you would like one or more copies for
personal use or for gifts, give your name and money to Pastor Norm or Mary Faulkner in the church office by
May 17. After that date we can still order Bibles, but we lose the 30% discount for orders of 10 or more copies.

| have several study Bibles in my library. Except for the Bible which contains 36-years worth of my hand-
written notes, Lutheran Study Bible ranks among the best of the bunch. Here is a summary statement from the
LSB Introduction:

“The Bible is an exciting but challenging book. It can be difficult to understand. We hope Lutheran Study Bible
will be a valuable guide and companion to your reading and study of the Bible. We hope it does indeed help
you become more fluent in Scripture, the first language of faith. As we become more fluent in God’s life-giving,
renewing Word, we are better equipped to live out our Christian faith for the sake of the world,” (page 18).

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Norm

Pastoral Care: If you are in need of pastoral care when dealing with health issues, life choices, or other personal challenges, please
contact Pastor Norm.




Church Council Minutes
April 19, 2009

Officers Present:

Pastor Norman P. Dake
President Keith Khoo

Vice President Sandy Isakson
Secretary Kelly Knopp
Treasurer Eileen Imwalle

Council Members Present:
Jim Harris
Lynn Jacobsen

Call to Order: Keith Khoo
Lunch: Kelly Knopp
Pastor Norm Dake opened meeting with prayer.

Motion by Eileen Imwalle to approve Minutes of March 8,
2009 Meeting.

Second: Sandy Isakson

All'in favor.

None opposed.

Motion carried. Minutes approved.

Standing Committee Reports:

Pastor’'s Report:

Pastor Norm will be attending the Arkansas-Oklahoma
Synod Assembly on April 24 through April 26, 2009, and
he will not be in worship next Sunday. Mary Peterson
will also be a delegate to the Assembly.

The youth will present a program at both services. Ellen
Harris has agreed to lead worship at the 8:30 a.m.
service. Blaine Frierson has agreed to lead worship at
the 11:00 a.m. service. Blaine will speak to the adults
during the Sunday School hour as well.

Synod assembly workshops will be held on Friday
afternoon and are open to members to attend.

Pastor Norm played a four-minute DVD describing Small
Change for a Big Change, a program to provide water to
Tanzania (to be discussed further as New Business).

Treasurer’s Report:

Eileen Imwalle provided Treasurer's Report.

Motion for approval of Treasurer’'s Report by Sandy
Isakson.

Second: Jim Harris.

All'in favor.

None opposed.

Motion Carried.

Property:
Jim Harris stated that he and Ellen will clean the carpet
in the church nursery.

Pastor Norm advised that Airco provided pre-season
service to air conditioning units on Good Friday. The
service agreement will renew automatically unless we
take affirmative action to cancel. Discussion followed.

Jim Harris and Harold Wicks each received 12 trees
which were made available to certain non-profit
organizations. Discussion about planting of trees and
other lawn maintenance issues.

Telephone Services: Jim Harris was advised by AT&T
that he is not authorized to discuss the church’s
telephone services.

Old Business:
Roof: Members discussed the roof replacement/repair
and the need to clean carpet and replace ceiling tiles.

Ed Dreyer, Sandy Isakson, Jim Harris and Pastor Norm
met with Pastor Bob and four council members from St.
Andrews. Three possible areas for the two
congregations to collaborate were identified: youth,
Women of the ELCA, and 5x5 groups. We invited St.
Andrews to send representatives to evening 5x5 group
and Women of the ELCA meetings.

One young person at Ascension will be ready to begin
confirmation instruction, which is a two-year process,
this fall.

Motion by Eileen Imwalle to authorize Keith Khoo to
have conversations or to discuss possible areas of
collaboration with Joy and Bethany.

Second: Sandy Isakson

All'in favor.

None opposed.

New Business:

Discussion about possible format of additional strategic
planning. An additional $900 must be raised to pay for
roof. Youth are working on compassion project that
needs funds. Helping Hands is a very successful
mission outreach with longstanding success and which
could be expanded to provide more and even different
benefits to community through Family & Children’s
Services. Additional funds and additional volunteers
would be required to expand Helping Hands.

WELCA meeting to be held in May will benefit Helping
Hands.

Congregational Renewal Initiative steps are: 1) Be who
we are, 2) See what we have, and 3) Do what we can to
be God’s people on this planet.

Jean DeVoll-Donaldson has asked each congregation to
provide information to her in connection with the
congregation’s response to webinar on Congregation
Renewal Initiative. Options range from no interest in
participation to ready to participate. Discussion and



further questions about CRI followed including price, Next meeting: May 17, 2009 is the next meeting of the

commitment, result, etc. Church Council. Ed Dreyer will provide lunch and
devotion.
Jean DeVoll-Donaldson will be invited to attend next
Council Meeting. AISO, Council will engage in Stl’ategiC Motion by Jim Harris to adjourn meeting_
planning at next meeting. Second: Keith Khoo
All in favor.

Motion by Eileen Imwalle to authorize key for Mr. Harold
Wicks who has volunteered to do maintenance work
around the church.

Second: Sandy Isakson

All in favor.

None opposed.

Motion Carried.

Eileen Imwalle asked for authorization for Edison High ASCENT NEWS ITEMS;

School students to use the kitchen on the evening of Please submit any news items by email to

April 19, 2009 and on one meeting in May. norma-dreyer@cox.net or call me at my home
Motion by Sandy Isakson to authorize such use of Y : y

kitchen by Eileen Imwalle and Edison High School phone, 583-3759 by the 21st of each month.
students.

Second: Lynn Jacobsen.
All'in favor.

None opposed.

Motion Carried.

None opposed.
Motion Carried. Meeting adjourned.

Closing benediction by Pastor Norm Dake.

Respectfully, Kelly Knopp

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday, May 26, 10:00 a.m.

SIMPLY GIVING: If you are interested in the Simply Giving program, please contact Mary in the church office. Simply
Giving is a service for people who wish to have their offerings transferred electronically to the church’s account rather than
having to write checks.

HOLY BAPTISM & NEW MEMBER: 0On May 3, we will receive into our family of faith Andie Wright by Affirmation
of Faith and her infant daughter Josee Violet Wright through the Rite of Holy Baptism. Josee was born on June 23, 2008.
Josee’s father is Doyle Wright. Sponsor is Mary Watson. We wish God'’s blessings on this family and this new sister in
Christ.

THE BIBLE FOR BUSY PEOPLE: A helicopter ride through 2000 years of Biblical history. Sundays at 9:45 in the
adult classroom. Led by Pastor Norm.

ROOF: The roof work has been completed, with only repairs to the eaves yet to be done. We are about $900 short of
our funding needs. You may still purchase shingle bundles to make a donation to this fund. Thanks for your support!

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: The food pantry is in need of restocking. Special needs are: cereal, peanut butter,
cornbread mix, canned tuna, rice, beans, macaroni & cheese, spaghetti noodles and sauce, dish soap, hand soap, and
toilet paper. Thank you for supporting the food pantry.

HOLY LAND TOUR: Pastor Norm will host a tour to Israel November 4-13, 2009. Brochures are available on the
table in the narthex. Plan to join us as we walk in the footsteps of Jesus.

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY: Our next Bible study will be on Tuesday, May 26™, at 10:00 AM in the adult classroom.
Please join us.

THRIVENT BUILDS: DEDICATION OF THE THRIVENT BUILDS HOME #5 WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, MAY
9™, 2009 AT 10:00AM. The new home is located at 3117 N. Wheeling Place, about a mile NW of Lewis and Apache.
Thrivent Builds and the local metro Lutheran Congregations are working with Tulsa Habitat to build the new Thrivent
Builds Home #5. The new home owner is Andrecca Maupin and her two children. We hope all of you will come to meet
Andrecca and her family, and view the new home you have helped finance and build. If you have any questions, call your
congregational Co-Ordinator or me at 252-1406. Howard Seigfreid
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COMING EVENTS: May, 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Worship: 8:30 1 2
& 11:00 WELCA
Sunday Conference 3
School: 9:45 Gathering
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Dedication of

Dorothy Ingalls Thrivent Builds

Becca Imwalle Duane Johnson Keaton Hubbard | Stephanie home 10:00 AM
Lillian Cantrell Faulkner
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Mothers’ Day Daytime 5x5 Worship &
10:30 AM Music
Committee 6:30
PM
Natalee Perrin Alex James Julia Shreve
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Council
Meeting 12:15
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Memorial Day Women’s Bible | Daytime 5x5
Study 10:00 10:30 AM

Ed Dreyer
Ardith Andrist Pam Kroblin Donna Glocker Doyle Hill
31

Birthday honorees are highlighted in italics on the calendar. If your birthday does not appear, please contact
the church office at 743-5741 so we may update our records.

MAY READINGS:
May 3 — 4™ Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

May 10 — 5" Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

May 17 — 6™ Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 21 — Ascension of our Lord
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 or 93
Eph 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 24 — 7" Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psaim 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

May 31 — Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15




Serving our Lord, May 2009

Ushers Lectors Acolytes Communion Lay Greeters Counters
Assistants Assistant
11:00
am
3 Merl & Billie Karol Wagar Elizabeth Ron & Bonnie Linda Christy Ed & Norma Merl Lindburg
Lindburg Balman Peters Dreyer Mary Faulkner
10 Ron & Bonnie | Linda Christy Jack Frierson Barbara James | Sandy Isakson | Bill & Shirley Stan Lewis
Peters Karol Wagar Bryant Bonnie Peters
17 Ed & Norma Lillian Cantrell Lynn Jacobsen | Ron Peters Merl & Billie Denise Khoo
Dreyer Sandy Isakson Lindburg
24 Doug & Sandy Isakson Nathan Napier | Doris Elliott Linda Christy Donna Glocker | Gerry Oltrogge
Roberta Napier Donna Glocker Sandy Isakson
31 Gerry Oltrogge | Katherine Tooley | Jack Frierson Sandy Isakson | Barbara Mary Faulkner
Mary Peterson Shelby Barbara
Mary Faulkner | Shelby
8:30 Lectors Communion . for VOIumee”ng at
3 Pam Dake Eileen Imwalle
Helen Allen Please mark your calendars for the
10 Ellen Harris Denise Khoo Bonnie Peters dates you are assigned to serve.
Mary Peterson
17 Cathy Cathy Newsome If you cannot volunteer on your
Newsome assigned date, please find a substitute
24 and notify the church office (743-5741).
31 Keith Khoo Eileen Imwalle

Altar Flowers Provided by:

3 Bill & Ruth Rasbold in memory of their son Mark
10 The Napiers in memory of Elaine Preston

17

24

31

What makes us different is what makes us strong.

Put our strength to work for you.
With so many well-known companies struggling or failing, you may wonder where Thrivent Financial for Lutherans stands.
While we’re not immune from recent economic turmoil, we are weathering the storm better than many other financial
services providers.
Today we're standing strong, even in these challenging times:
Thrivent Financial continues to maintain a surplus to meet members’ claims that is nearly five times greater than
what is required by law.
While some insurance companies have reduced dividends, Thrivent Financial increased total dividends in 2009
by 5 percent.
Thrivent Financial is fulfilling its mission to give back, making more than $126 million in direct contributions to
communities, nonprofit groups, Lutheran institutions and individuals in need in 2008.
Thrivent Financial has not applied for—and does not expect to receive—any government bailout money.
As a fraternal benefit society, we share a common bond with our members—Lutheranism—and we share your values.
We're membership-owned, meaning we don’t answer to Wall Street. We answer to you.

To learn about financial solutions that fit your situation or how Thrivent Financial can help you achieve your financial
goals, contact Ed Meyer, FIC, Robert Morgenthaler, FIC, Tim Veldstra, FIC, or Tamara Massey, MBA at (918) 392-7130
or greencountryassociates@thrivent.com today, or log on to Thrivent.com.
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The Church Council presented Mary
with flowersfor Administrative
Professionals Day.

Quick and Simple Ravioli Soup

Serves 6

2 (15 oz.) cans diced tomatoes, undrained

1 (15 oz.) can beef broth

1 tsp. dried basil leaves

1 tsp. dried oregano leaves

¥ tsp. garlic powder (more if you like)

1 medium onion, chopped

1 (16 oz.) package frozen cheese ravioli (small)
2 baby zucchini

2 baby yellow squash

Y. cup grated parmesan cheese

1. Place first 6 ingredients in a pot, bring to a boil and
simmer for 20 minutes.

2. Slice squash in % lengthwise and then slice widthwise.
3. Add ravioli and squash to the pot and cook until the
ravioli is done. More liquid may be needed.

4. Garnish servings with parmesan.

Cook’s Notes:
Variations on the basic recipe can include addition
of Italian sausage, cooked, crumbled, and drained
12 oz. V-8 juice for a bit of tang
Additional small squash to make a one-dish meal
Salt and pepper to taste.
Serve with crusty French-style bread.

Norma Dreyer, Lenten Soup Supper, Aprill, 2009.




STORIESOF FAITH INACTION
Reaching Young Adults

Paul Wollner

Y our mission support provides for the ELCA’s present and future gospel
witness by funding the gathering and

empowering of young adults (ages 18-30) for servicethrough ELCA
congregations, synods, seminaries, outdoor

ministries, campus and chaplaincy ministries, colleges and universities, and
pilot ministry programs.

Hereis an example:

The“present” generation: When the Rev. Paul Wollner arrived at Mt.

Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Prosperity, S.C., hewas, at 26, the youngest

pastor in his conference—by 21 years. Two years later, he is working with young adults in the ELCA South Carolina
Synod to begin a synod-wide Y oung Adult Movement.

Through ELCA grants and with encouragement from the synod, the Y oung Adult Movement gathers young adults into
small clustersfor service, study,

and fellowship. As a special project, the Young Adult Movement will equip participants to educate their congregations
about the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

“Young adults in their 20s and 30s have been called *‘the absent generation’ because they did not seem interested in being
part of the church,” said Wollner. “Now, we reinviting and encouraging the ‘ present generation.’”

For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit www.el ca.or g/stewar dship/inter preting.html.

Sent Out to Serve Others
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Come2go ministries began in 2003 by transforming an inner city warehouse in Fort Wayne, Ind., into a musical,
coffeehouse atmosphere. One come2go member, Brad Etter, said the goal is to reach those “who otherwise wouldn’'t want
to pull open heavy church doors.”

The Rev. Mark Minnick said the ministry’s name implies action: “The‘go’ in come2go ministriesis about responding to
one s personal faith by going out to serve others.”

“It iswonderful seeing people become activein ministry as aresponse to their faith,” Minnick explained.

Etter is one who responded to the call. He was baptized at come2go and has been a member for almost five years. Etter, a
surgical trauma unit computer technician, said, “The congregation was there for me when my parents died.”

“Now | have ardationship with Christ and other congregation members,” Etter added. “1 have more of a purpose.”

Members form “Go Teams’ that visit nursing homes, the local juvenile center, and local taverns to share hope. Come2go
also sponsors an urban youth outreach center.

Sunday worship is complemented with weekly concerts by local and national acts. Concerts are recorded, edited, and
aired on local television. Many have praised come2go ministries as the best small performance venue in northern Indiana.

EL CA Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Mission unit grants—made possibl e through your mission support—
have helped sustain come2go ministries, in addition to funding from the ELCA Indiana-K entucky Synod,
charitable foundations, and individuals.

For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit www.el ca.or g/stewar dshi p/inter preting.html.
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Ascension Lutheran Church
4803 South Lewis Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74105-5154
Phone: 918-743-5741
Fax: 918-743-4854

Pastor Norman Dake

Sunday Services:
Celebrative Praise — 8:30am
Traditional Liturgy — 11:00am

Sunday School — 9:45 am

Office Hours: 8:00am—12:00 noon Mon-Fri

Website: www.ascensionlutheran.net
E-mail: welcome@ascensionlutheran.net
pastornorm@ascensionlutheran.net

Ascension Lutheran
4803 S. Lewis Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105-5154

Mission Statement:

Responding to Gods love,
We faithfully
Welcome
Worship
Grow
Witness
Serve



