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October 2007

A Note from Pastor Norm

“You do not have, because you do not ask,” (James 4:2).

Itis time for us to ask. October marks the season of our
annual stewardship campaign. In response to God's
love and as a concrete expression of faith and
commitment to Jesus and his Church, you will be asked
to give of your time, your talents, and your treasure.

We can only give what has first been given to us. In the
Offertory Prayer that we have been using during this
season at the 11:00 service, the Assisting Minister offers
this prayer on our behalf:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.

You have blessed us with your goodness;

You have given us our selves, our time, and our
possessions.

May these gifts be used in the care and healing
of all that you have made,

For the sake of the one who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God has indeed blessed us. We have been blessed to
become members of the Body of Christ through the
waters of Holy Baptism. We have been blessed to live
out our faith in the community of believers who gather
weekly at Ascension Lutheran Church. Itisin the
context of this community of faith that we have
opportunity to give of our selves, our time, and our
possessions.

In the stewardship packet that you will receive, there will
be a Time and Talent Survey. We have many
dedicated people who are devoted to the mission and
ministry of this congregation and of the larger church.
Please consider how your time and talents can be used
to strengthen the work of our Lord in this place.

Your stewardship packet will also include a Statement
of Intent card to indicate your level of financial support
for 2008. For the past two years (2006 and so far in
2007) we have been running a deficit that has been
devouring our savings. This cannot continue if we are to
maintain a ministry that is not only viable but vibrant.
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In order to put this congregation back on a sound
financial foundation, we are asking that each of us Give
God Five. Each of you will be asked to increase your
financial support by $5 per week over and above your
current level of giving. Each member of our Stewardship
Team and each member of our Church Council has
already made this commitment. You will be asked to join
us. For about the price of one meal at a fast-food
restaurant, we can eliminate the red ink. We can do this
together. If each and every one of us adults commits to
increasing our financial contributions by at least $5 per
week, we will balance our budget and we will be able to
grow from there.

| realize that there are some among us who struggle to
make ends meet financially. | pray that the Holy Spirit
will inspire you to give as you are able.

| also realize that children do not generally have their
own independent sources of income. But we can still
teach them to give and share out of what they receive in
allowances, or what they may earn from lawn jobs,
babysitting, and the like. It is not too early to learn the
stewardship practice of proportionate giving.

In these ways each and every one of us can do our part
to support God’s work in and through Ascension
Lutheran Church.

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians
3:20-21).

Peace and Blessings!
Pastor Norm

P.S. You do not have to wait for January 1 to increase
your level of support. As the Holy Spirit moves you,
please prayerfully consider what you can do to reduce
our deficit during the 4" quarter of 2007.

Pastoral Care: If you are in need of pastoral care when
dealing with health issues, life choices, or other personal
challenges, please contact Pastor Norm.



Church Council Minutes -
September 16, 2007

The September 16" meeting was called to order with
Chris Falkensten presiding. In attendance were DB
Woods, Barbara James, Ed Dreyer, Keith Khoo, Sandy
Isakson, Eileen Imwalle and Pastor Dake.

Minutes were approved.

Pastors Report:

We had a transfer of membership for Tina Pena.
The Lutheran Magazine is inviting congregation
subscription. Forms are available in the office.

Treasurer’s Report:

The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved by
council. Itis available for review and is posted on the
bulletin board outside the office.

Ministry:

Helping Hands made a request for a Dessert Auction on
October 28. They would sponsor a breakfast with the
auction to follow in lieu of Sunday School. A motion to
authorize the fundraiser for October 28th was approved.

Stewardship:

Through our stewardship campaign, we plan to eliminate
our deficit. We will work on the time and talent surveys
in asking that each committee member take ownership
of the committee they have signed up for.

Worship & Music:
The worship committee evaluated Rally Day.
They agreed to do Rally Day separately from the
Blessing of the Animals next year.
Jew for Jesus will be doing presentations of
Christ in the Passover. This may be a possibility
during Lent.

Christian Ed:
5x5x5 sign up is in the back of the Church. We
would like additional leaders. If you know of
someone please let Pastor or Mary know.
The children’s Sunday School will be using the
Akaloo curriculum again this year.

Property:
A motion was made and approved to sign a service
contract with Airco.

Old Business:
The council approved the use of a classroom by
Suzanne Tips who will be giving piano lessons.

Pine Island Resort membership has been turned back to
Pine Island with no anticipated expenses.

Our investment committee will be determining how our
maturing investment with be reinvested.

40" anniversary was discussed with no action taken.

New Business:

We have agreed to make the 2™ Saturday of the month,
8:00-12:00 Cleanup/Work days through the 40"
anniversary.

The secretary benefit package is being discussed.

The church-wide assembly of the ELCA adopted
changes to the model constitution for congregations. We
have been asked to incorporate the ELCA changes to
our constitution the next time we make adjustments.

A request was made to reposition the organ. It was
discussed but no action was taken at this time.

Pastor closed with a prayer.

Respectfully,
Barbara James

WThn’vent Financial for Lutherans:
Where Values Thrive.

Your Membership.
Your Vote.

Members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
have the unique opportunity to vote for the
leaders of their local Thrivent chapter.

Chapter leaders manage and administer funds available
through the Care Abounds in Communities® program--
funds used to multiply the good our members do through
volunteer activities to help people in need and our
community.

PLEASE JOIN US AT THIS YEAR’S
ELECTION EVENT:

Tulsa County OK — Chapter # 30484

Sunday, October 28, 2007 at 2:00 pm

Fellowship Lutheran Church
6727 South Sheridan

For information, call Henry Busky @ 449-9621



President’s Corner

Recently, | was provided the opportunity to read a book
titled “Giving To God: The Bible’s Good News about
Living a Generous Life” by Mark Allen Powell. 1am
writing to convey a passage from the book’s introduction
— a message that | believe is fitting within our
Congregation’s activities at present.

Mr. Powell relates a story about the Gauls, a warlike
people who in ancient times inhabited what is now
France and Belgium. He admits that the tale is likely not
historically accurate but provides a compelling image for
our consideration.

He writes: “A number of Christian missionaries ventured
into Gallic territory and, over time, many of the Gauls
became Christians. As the story goes, when a
converted warrior was baptized in a river or stream, he
would hold one arm high in the air as the missionary
dunked him under the water. This seemed a peculiar
custom and the missionaries soon learned the reason for
it. When the next battle or skirmish broke out, the
warlike Gaul could proclaim “This arm is not baptized!”,
grab up his club or sword or ax, and ride off to destroy
his enemy in a most unchristian manner.”

His book is about Stewardship and about getting
completely wet - not holding out a segment of our lives
that we think should be kept dry. He confronts all
manner of definition of Stewardship — definitions typically
provided to let us know how much is enough; but these
definitions always limit what can be achieved.

There are needs that we must define each year for
practical sake— our Financial Budget (money) as well as
our Council and Committee elections (time and talent).
Beyond that, there is a great deal more that can be
attempted and achieved by our Congregation.

Our Stewardship drive for 2008 starts in October.
Please consider TOTAL IMMERSION - as a person
believing in God, there is no area of our life or portion of
money or possessions that has been achieved without
the positive influence from our God. | would stress, only
you know the appropriate amount of time or money you
can provide; ultimately, that is just the right amount for
our congregation.

Hoping you have a great month, God Bless.
Chris Falkensten

ASCENT NEWS ITEMS;

Please submit any news items by email to norma-dreyer@utulsa.edu or call me at my home phone, 583-3759

by the 21st of each month.

Sunday, October 28th will be Helping Hands day!! The Helping Hands committee is hosting the annual dessert auction to
raise funds for the Helping Hands food pantry. This is the only fundraiser to raise funds for the purchase of perishable
items each week for our families in need. Everyone has a great time at this event---so please mark your calendars now!!

There will be no Sunday school on October 28th. We will meet at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall with a brunch provided by
the Helping Hands committee. The auction will begin after everyone is seated and a few words of explanation. Please
plan on bringing your favorite desserts for auction and your checkbook!!! We already have pledges for some great

Halloween treats.........

Please plan on joining us for this really fun event--Sunday, October 28th at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.

BOOK OF FAITH: How We Read and Interpret Holy Scripture. Please join us on Sundays at 9:45 AM in the

adult classroom. Taught by Pastor Norm.

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY: The next Bible study session will be held on Tuesday, October 23 at 10:00 a.m.

in the adult classroom. Please join us.

SHALOM FEST: You are invited to a celebration of Jewish food, music, and art at Shalom Fest on Sunday, October 7
from 12:00 — 6:00 p.m. at Temple Israel, 2004 E. 22" Place (just south of Utica Square). This is a family oriented festival.

Free admission.

SIMPLY GIVING: If you missed the program on Simply Giving and are interested in learning about it, please contact
Mary in the church office. Simply Giving is a service for people who wish to have their offerings transferred electronically

to the church’s account rather than having to write checks.



COMING EVENTS: October 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Worship: 8:30 | 1 2
& 11:00 Jean Connely
Sunday

School: 9:45

3 4 5 6

7 8 9
~East.OK Conf. Columbus Day
3 P.M,, St.
Andrew, Sand
Springs.
~Shalom Fest
12:00-6:00
Temple Israel

10 11 12 13
_ 6-F Work Day at
Worship & 6:00-9:00 PM | church 8:00-

Music 12:00
Committee

6:30 pm

14 15 16
Council Mtg. Betty Jacobsen
12:15

Michael Coleman/
Preston Napier

17 18 19 20

21 22 23
Women’s
Bible study,
10 a.m.

24 25 26 27

Matthew Hilstrom

28 29 30
Helping Hands Frances Imwalle
Dessert

Auction, 9:30

Dennis Born | T AR-OK Synod Fall Theological

31

Halloween

Conference--------

Birthday honorees are highlighted in italics on the calendar. If your birthday does not appear, please contact
the church office at 743-5741 so we may update our records.

OCTOBER READINGS:

Oct. 7 — 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

Oct. 14 — 20th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-3; 7-15c
Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

Oct. 21 — 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

Oct. 28 — Reformation Sunday
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36




Serving our Lord, October 2007

11:00 am | Nursery Ushers Lectors Acolytes Communion Lay Greeters Counters
Attendant Assistants Assistant
7 Need Ron & Bonnie Ronda Nicole Donna Chris Mary Merl
volunteers | Peters Falkensten | Ramirez Glocker/ Falkensten Faulkner/ Lindburg /
Doyle Hill Barbara Mary
Shelby Faulkner
14 Clint Britsch / Katherine Alex James | Mary Ron Peters Helen Allen/ | Stan Lewis /
Stan Lewis Tooley Peterson/ Dorothy Bonnie
Sandy Burgess Peters
Isakson
21 Preston Doug & Roberta | Linda Nathan Betty & Lynn Sandy Ardith Ronda
Napier Napier Christy Napier Jacobsen Isakson Andrist/ Falkensten /
Lillian Denise
Cantrell Khoo
28 Merl & Billie Mary Logan Lillian Cantrell | Jerry Brenda Gerry
Lindburg Peterson Falkensten | / Linda Christy | Peterson Ramirez / Oltrogge /
Katherine Jerry
Tooley Peterson

Alter Guild: Shirley Bryant, Sandy Isakson, Eileen Imwalle, Barbara James

8:30 Communion Lectors

a.m.

7 Eileen Imwalle | Ellen Harris

14 Pam Nielsen Keith Khoo

21 Denise Khoo Pam Dake

28 Cathy Cathy
Newsome Newsome

** Nursery volunteers**
are needed. Please sign
up in the Narthex.
Plan on being in the
Nursery at 10:30 AM to

for volunteering

at Ascension!

Please mark your calendars for
the dates you are assigned to

serve.

receive the children
as they arrive.

Altar Flowers Provided by:

If you cannot volunteer on your
assigned date, please find a
substitute and notify the church
office (743-5741).

Oct. 7

Oct. 14

Oct. 21 Bill & Ruth Rasbold in honor of their 55 anniversary
Oct. 28 Katherine Tooley in memory of her dad’s birthday

Blessing of the animals, Sept. 9

Installation of 2007-08 Sunday School Teachers




August 6-F: Night at Discovery Land for
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.

~Friday, Oct. 26, 7:00 p.m. — Tulsa Technology
Center, 129" East Ave. & 111" St. Organ recital.
Free.

~Thursday, Nov. 1, 11:00 a.m. — OSU Culinary
School, Okmulgee. Buffet lunch: $8.00 in advance.

Ascension Youth Project

The youth of Ascension are sponsoring a child through
Compassion International, an organization that works
exclusively through local churches and Christian fellowships
around the world to assist children. Compassion provides
children opportunities to:

To hear the gospel and learn about Jesus

To receive an education

To be healthy

To develop self-confidence and social skills

Our sponsored child is Manisha Kumari from India. Manisha
was born on February 15, 1999. She lives with her father and
mother, and is responsible for caring for children, washing
clothes and helping in the kitchen. Her father is sometimes
employed as a laborer and her mother maintains the home.
There are 2 children in the family.

Singing, playing house and art are Manisha'’s favorite activities.
In primary school her performance is average and she also
regularly attends church activities and Vacation Bible School.

Manisha lives on the plains of Ravindra Nagar, home to
approximately 10,000 residents. Typical houses are
constructed of dirt floors, mud walls and tile roofs. The primary
ethnic group is Adi Dravada and the most commonly spoken
languages are Kannada, Telugu and Tamil.

The regional diet consists of beans, bananas, chicken, fish,
plantains and rice. Common health problems in this area
include anemia, malnutrition, worm infestations and viral
infections. Most adults in Ravindra Nagar work as day
laborers and earn the equivalent of $21/month. Their
community has electricity but needs potable water, proper
sanitation and educational motivation.

Friday, October 12, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m. is our next 6 — F
event in Jordan Hall. The potluck dinner theme will be
Italian food, and the evening’s activity will be a White
Elephant Exchange. This fun activity brings out the
BEST (and the WORST) in all of us, and provides plenty
of laughs. Please join us.

ENLIGHTENED PERSPECTIVE

If you will take the time to read these. you'll come away with
an enlightened perspective. The subjects covered affect us all
on a daily basis! They're written by Andy Rooney, a man
who has the gift of saying so much with so few words.

I've learned.... That the best classroom in the world is
at the feet of an elderly person.

I've learned.... That when you're in love, it shows.

I've learned.... That just one person saying to me,
"You've made my day!" makes my day.

I've learned.... That having a child fall asleep in your
arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the world.
I've learned.... That being kind is more important than
being right.

I've learned.... That you should never say no to a gift
from a child.

I've learned.... That | can always pray for someone
when | don't have the strength to help him in some
other way.

I've learned.... That no matter how serious your life
requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act
goofy with.

I've learned.... That sometimes all a person needs is a
hand to hold and a heart to understand.

I've learned.... That simple walks with my father
around the block on summer nights when | was a
child did wonders for me as an adult.

I've learned.... That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The
closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.

I've learned.... That we should be glad God doesn't
give us everything we ask for.

I've learned.... That money doesn't buy class.

I've learned.... That it's those small daily happenings
that make life so spectacular.

I've learned... That under everyone's hard shell is
someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
I've learned.... That to ignore the facts does not
change the facts.

I've learned.... That when you plan to get even with
someone, you are only letting that person continue to
hurt you.

I've learned.... That love, not time, heals all wounds.
I've learned... That the easiest way for me to grow as
a person is to surround myself with people smarter
than | am.



Andy Rooney continued.....

I've learned.... That everyone you meet deserves to
be greeted with a smile.

I've learned... That no one is perfect until you fall in
love with them.

I've learned.... That life is tough, but I'm tougher.

I've learned.... That opportunities are never lost;
someone will take the ones you miss.

I've learned.... That when you harbor bitterness,
happiness will dock elsewhere.

I've learned.... That | wish | could have told my Mom
that | love her one more time before she passed
away.

I've learned.... That one should keep his words both
soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to
eat them.

I've learned.... That a smile is an inexpensive way to
improve your looks.

I've learned.... That | can't choose how | feel, but |
can choose what | do about it.

I've learned.... That when your newly born grandchild
holds your little finger in his little fist, that you're
hooked for life.

I've learned.... That everyone wants to live on top of
the mountain, but all the happiness and growth
occurs while you're climbing it.

I've learned.... That the less time | have to work with,
the more things | get done.

10 Stewardship Principles

1. Respond gratefully to what God has first

given us. All that we do is a response to God'’s
grace. Everything we are, have, and use comes
from God. Best of all, God gives the gift of
Jesus Christ and the community of believers. It
all begins with God. Our confession of faith in
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior is not of our
doing. Grateful stewards put God first. “...but
they gave themselves first to the Lord.” 2
Corinthians 8:5

Obey responsibly to glorify God as a
faithful proclamation of God’'s word. We
acknowledge our faith and show our faith in the
gospel for the glory of God and for the building
up of the body of Christ. This takes courage. It
involves our life-long obedience, including the
ways we treat our families, others, and
ourselves. “...you glorify God by your
obedience to the confession of the gospel of
Christ.” 2 Corinthians 9:13

Sacrifice proportionately as Christ
sacrificed for us. For our sake Jesus gave up
everything to make us rich through the cross
and the resurrection. We are called to sacrifice
so others may share in God’s word and
blessings. “...gave according to their means,
and even beyond their means.” 2 Corinthians
8:3

Give willingly as moved by the Holy Spirit.
We have been prepared to give of ourselves.

We give our time, talents, and resources freely.
“For, as | can testify, they voluntarily gave...”
2 Corinthians 8:3

5. Share abundantly as we have received.
The purpose of these gifts is for the good of the
community of God. We give to build up the body
of Christ. We use and share our gifts for the
benefit of all. “...and God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so
that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good
work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

6. Give proportionately is our way of giving in
relation to our abundance. We are to give
according to our “means,” not according to an
income or a budget. “If the eagerness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to
what one has—not according to what one
does not have.” 2 Corinthians 8:12

7. Commit intentionally means making a
statement about your intent and following
through. As members in the body of Christ, we
are asked to make a commitment of our time,
talents, and resources as a faithful response to
God and as a statement of support for God’s
work. “...arrange in advance for this
bountiful gift that you have promised.” 2
Corinthians 9:5

8. Contribute regularly means practicing our
stewardship on a daily basis. By doing so this
becomes a lifestyle. Paul instructs us: “On the
first day of every week, each of you is to put
aside and save whatever extrayou earn.” 1
Corinthians 16:2

9. Live genuinely means putting your faith into
action. This is the tangible demonstration of
what is sincerely on our hearts and where our
treasure is, not simply a verbal expression. The
Macedonians set an example that Paul called to
the attention of the Corinthians. “I am testing
the genuineness of your love against the
earnestness of others.” 2 Corinthians 8:8

10. Accept a challenge means recognizing the
dynamic nature of our faith. As our faith grows
so will our blessings, and our responsibilities.
Paul writes, “...the one who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
2 Corinthians 9:6

Our role as God’s stewards is one of many
dimensions — grateful, responsible, self-
sacrificing, willing, sharing, proportionate,
committed, regular, genuine, and
challenged. By generously giving of
ourselves, we discover joy in Christ.
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Sunday Services:
Celebrative Praise — 8:30am
Traditional Liturgy — 11:00am

Sunday School — 9:45 am

Office Hours: 8:00am—12:00 noon Mon-Fri

Website: www.ascensionlutheran.net
E-mail: welcome@ascensionlutheran.net
pastornorm@ascensionlutheran.net

Ascension Lutheran
4803 S. Lewis Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105-5154

Mission Statement:

Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to all people in all walks of life with
every possible means, in accordance
with the Work of God, Creeds and
Confessions of the church.

Worship our Lord through Word and
Sacrament, celebrating Christ’s
victory over sin and death as the
hallmark of our faith

Teach our members the relevancy of
faith in life.

Extend care and the call of Christ to
each person in accordance with their
needs

Promote fellowship among our
members.



